
A Welcome From Our Editor 
 
Welcome to our Newsletter; Subscribe Here to The Strategic Move. This is our green e-
zine, our interactive digital magazine. We cover a variety of topics including green 
homes and construction, adding value to your home and workplace, affordable tips on 
home maintenance, and providing you the reader a quality and informative grouping of 
ideas, stories, questions and comments that give you the space, creativity and technology 
to make changes in your living environment that contribute to your well being.  
 
  As we all know, your home should rise up and greet you. It reflects your passion, and 
dedication to live the way you can best express who you are. Designing your present or 
your future quality living environment can be exciting, anything is possible, and you 
deserve it. It really is easy to be green. This summer, green exhibits at Charlottesville’s 
downtown Children’s Discovery Museum are teaching a new generation about green 
technology.Visit their exhibits on solar technology, recycling, recycled art, composting, 
water conservation, infra red therapies, bees, honey production and pollination.  
 
 
 
Green Homes and Construction 
 
The Blue Ridge Home Builders have done a great job at promoting Earth Craft home 
building here in central Virginia. These homes are blueprints for energy efficiency, 
providing better indoor air quality, tighter building envelopes, water conservation 
systems, using energy star appliances that ensure quality and comfort for every home 
buyer. These homes raise the bar in quality construction, using resource efficient 
materials, careful site planning, providing a quality home, and sound building practices. 
(Contact Us For More Info ) 
 
Inspections or Rejections 
 
We think it is wise to inspect a home either before or immediately after an offer is made 
on a home to purchase. This is where the nuts and bolts, the working systems and the 
structure of the home and its amenities are carefully scrutinized. This is where being 
green comes in handy. Sara Greenfield, Principle Broker for Charlottesville Fine Homes 
and Properties has on many occasions recommended mold remediation, from an 
inspection report, radon remediation, even basement sealants, and energy audits for 
homes that could cause disease and poor health in the occupants who live there.  
 It is not uncommon in our area to discover a great home only to find out that the 
moisture retention over several years has created unhealthy living conditions in a home. 
With several types of remediation available, at several different cost levels, this may be 
easily corrected, thus giving a new life to that home. Don’t be scared, be aware, and take 
the actions needed to make your home a healthy one.  ( Contact Us for More Info) 
 
 
 



 
 
 
A Brokers Action Plan 
 
We believe your money should work for you. We create a sort of real estate investment 
guide for beginners if you will. We know most homes that are bought at the right price 
will always be a source of income when the time is right to rent or sell. Making extra 
efforts to display your home for the right buyer is very important. We have seen buyers 
over the years become quite saavy, they know what green is, they know what a green 
home looks like, smells like, and they know the importance of wide open spaces in a 
home can bring to the creative process. But it is not always what you see that makes the 
difference, it could be what you do not see. We are on the scene at every step of the way, 
focusing on a quality experience. This is why we like our sellers to offer a purchased 
product called a home warranty which we highly recommend to our buyers. Should 
something go wrong in a home that is not new or unforeseen, a home warranty, during 
the first year, will protect the purchaser and correct the problem.  
 
Questions To and Answers From Our Experts 
 
At Charlottesville Fine Homes and Properties we take pride in providing a quality real 
estate experience. Douglas C. Carter, a local Real Estate Attorney and Closing Agent 
who also owns Albemarle Land Title Agency, has offered numerous tips to buyers and 
sellers for many years. We have asked Mr. Carter to help us with questions and issues 
over the years pertaining to what makes a sale close smoothly, and what hinders a closing 
or purchase in these tough economic times.  
 
Q Should I use an out of state lender?  
 A It is best to avoid out of state lenders when possible. Local lenders use local 
appraisers, and they use the proper third party to do the best job. On line lenders can be 
some of the best and some of the worst in the market. They may offer you a great rate, 
but our clients can find these same rates here in town, and the closing will be on time and 
a better experience for all concerned.  
 
Q My agent says I need a survey, and title search, what do you think? 
 A Title searching, along with the HUD preparations, are my job. All of my title searches 
are done by me personally. I must go back at least 60 years, and I do find clouds on a title 
now and then. They are sometimes easy to handle, and sometimes it takes longer to get 
individuals all on the same dance floor so to speak. I search the title well in advance of 
closing. It is often the first thing I do for my clients. Closing agents often do not search 
the title promptly, and if a problem then occurs, there is little time to fix it, and in these 
cases, sometimes the closing will be delayed. It’s awful; it rarely happens, but it does 
happen, and you do not want it to happen to your client. 
 ( Contact Douglas With Your Questions) 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Q Dear Editor, I can’t afford to be green. 
 A You can’t afford not to. Your health is very important as is your work space 
environment. Many of us work outside and inside of our homes in this day and age.  
 A simple energy audit, or green renovation can add value to your home. Creating open 
spaces, outdoor living areas, and affordable makeovers are winners in times like this. 
 Volunteering for Habitat for Humanity is a terrific way to learn what you need to 
accomplish in your own living environment. Our editor learned to caulk in five hours, on 
one volunteer trip, on another she learned to put up interior walls, windows and doors. 
We love Habitat For Humanity. It offers so much to us on a personal and professional 
level, we think we have the best of both worlds here. We become educated and housing 
literate, building quality green homes here in Charlottesville. Thursday is volunteer day. 
They accept experienced and inexperienced volunteers, plan for the whole day, you will 
be glad you did. ( Contact Us) 
 
 
Links to include in this issue include ; 
 
           Habitat for Humanity 
             Charlottesville’s Children’s Discovery Museum 
                 Home Energy Audits with Laura Fiori 
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